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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shinohara 
(Pub. No: US 20030137577) 

i 

Regarding claim 19 Shinohara discloses: A method of controlling of controlling an image 
forming apparatus (note Figs.l&2) for forming an image by transferring images one after another 
to a printing medium by a plurality of image forming units (note page 4, paragraphs, 005 1-0052, 
wherein the image forming units 6Y, 6M, 6C and 6k are used to form images on the sheet 4, 
from the different drums used) on disposed along a transport path of the printing medium (note 
abstract, also note Fig.l. item 4 the paper sheet 4) and corresponding to respective ones of colors 
(note respective colors or CMKY, page 4, paragraphs 0051-0053) said method comprising: 
a step of forming an image on the printing medium by a plurality of image forming units capable 
of printing images on the printing medium concurrently (note again page 4, paragraphs 0051- 
0053 wherein an image formed along the path of the medium using forming engines 6Y, 6M, 6K 
and 6C) a step of assigning a first data processing unit for image data processing, which had been 
assigned to a first image forming unit that completed image formation on the printing medium 



/ 
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(note again that the image forming unit 6Y is assigned to carry the formation of the yellow image 
to on the said medium and same for other image forming units such as 6M, 6K, 6C, which are 
assigned to carryout the formation of the other color images, page 4, paragraphs 0051-0053), 
also note page 4, paragraphs 0055-0057) to a second image forming unit that is to form an 
image next (note Figs.l&2, page 4, paragraphs 0052, wherein the next image for example "C" 
would be assigned to the next image forming unit 6C) and output step of outputting image data 
generated by the first data processing unit which has been assigned to the second image forming 
unit, to the second image forming unit (note Fig.l&2, page 4, paragraphs 0052-0057). 
Regarding claim 20 Shinohara discloses: The method according to claim 19, wherein said 
output step includes assigning a data transfer unit, which had been assigned to a first image 
forming unit that completed image formation on the printing medium, to a second image forming 
unit that is to form an image next (note page 2, paragraph 0029, lines 6-17). 
Regarding claim 21 Shinohara discloses: The method according to claim 19, wherein said 
control step includes assigning a plurality of data transfer units to one image forming unit (note 
page 4, paragraph 0058). 

Regarding claim 22 Shinohara discloses: The method according to claim 21 , wherein the 
plurality of data transfer units transfer respective ones of image data of odd-numbered lines and 
image data of even-numbered lines (note page 5, paragraph 0071). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-18 are allowed. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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7462. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri,8:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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